Answers to Practice Test Questions

Multiple Choice
1.  c
Be careful here. The germinal period and periods of the embryo and the fetus all taken together make up the prenatal period.  Within that period, the fetal period is the longest.
2.  b
It is when the organism is in the form of an embryo that it is most sensitive to the formation of physical defects.
3.  d
Alcohol abuse is certainly the most devastating factor leading to birth defects of these listed, but even moderate alcohol consumption is generally discouraged.
4.  a
The newborn, or neonate, has sensory capacities that are much greater than was once thought, but they are all not equally developed. Of these, vision is the last to become fully functioning.
5.  d      The different stages of Piaget’s theory are defined in terms of how the child goes about forming or modifying schemas on the basis of his or her interaction with the environment.
6.  a
Actually, such a “criticism” would be absurd. Piaget’s is, after all, a theory of cognitive development.
7.  d
memory strategies in general do not appear until the school years. Using elaboration techniques is a strategy that does not really get put into use until very late in childhood or, more commonly, at the beginning of adolescence.
8.  c
Melanie is probably in Piaget’s stage of concrete operations, which would be typical for a nine-year-old. (Did it bother you that this item is “out of order”? This is something for which you need to be alert.)
9.  c
Kohlberg’s is referred to as a theory of moral development.
10.  d
Erikson’s stages of development are equally relevant for boys and girls and were based on observation. What makes his stages different is that they extend through adolescence and adulthood, whereas Piaget’s do not.
11.  d
There is virtually no evidence to be found — in any culture — for the first three observations, whereas the fourth choice has considerable support, even across many cultures.
12.  b
About 65 percent of children in the United States (and around the world) will form attachments during their first year.
13.  b
Of course you know to be careful with glittering generalities such as this one, but in most cases—and regardless of ethnic group membership—the authoritative style fosters self-esteem, self-reliance, and academic achievement to a greater extent than the other styles.
14.  c
Although some (including G. Stanley Hall and Anna Freud) would claim that alternative b is correct, current thinking would make alternative c your best choice. Alternatives a and d are almost silly.
15.  a
Penile erections and nocturnal emissions typically occur for some time before puberty in boys, which is indicated by the presence of live sperm cells.
16.  b
Menarche occurs in girls, not boys; defines the beginning of puberty; is triggered by estrogens, not androgens, and—for reasons not fully understood—seems to be occurring at a younger age than ever before in history.
17.  a
At least at the time of their adolescence, early-maturing boys seem to experience an “advantage” over the other named groups.
18.  d
The first three alternatives are not even associated with Piaget.
19.  a
Although at first they may appear contradictory, independence and interdependence characterize early adulthood.
20.  c
Here again, this item hinges on your knowledge of Erikson’s stages.  Early adulthood is associated with conflicts between intimacy and isolation.
21.  a
Aren’t some of these alternatives funny? What I am getting at here is the observation that mate selection is most often based on similarities, not that “opposites attract.”
22.  a
And the range of concern is very wide from one culture to another.
23.  c
There is no doubt that the only alternative here that is even close to being true is the third one.
24.  c
Not everyone “buys” Kubler-Ross’s scheme, of course, but her stages are, in order: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance.
True/False
1. T
There are many signs and symptoms associated with fetal alcohol syndrome (retarded physical growth, poor coordination, poor muscle tone, etc.). By definition, one sign is mental retardation.
2.  F
Hardly! Pregnant women are being advised to abstain from any and all alcoholic beverages.
3.  F
Not only does it begin to develop long before birth, but at birth, the neonate’s sense of smell is rather well developed.
4.  T
Yes, this is one of the most common criticisms of Piaget’s theory.
5.  T
Most of Kohlberg’s theory of moral development was based on the study of males. Gilligan suggests that females may have a different style of morality than do males.
6.  T
There is simply no doubting that attachment formation is a two-way process.
7.  F
To some of us (and to parents of adolescents in particular) this may appear to be true, but it isn’t. It reflects more of an incorrect stereotype than reality.
8.  T
This is about as nice a summary statement about early and late maturation as I can muster.
9.  F
Again, some of us may want to think of this statement as true, but the evidence suggests that it is, in fact, false. What matters here, of course, is largely a matter of degree.
10.  T
This true statement is lifted nearly verbatim from the text.
11.  F  
We often hear this used as an “excuse” for some pretty silly behaviors by middle-aged adults, but there is little hard evidence for a general period or stage of development that we can characterize as a mid-life crisis.
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