Answers to Practice Test Questions
Multiple Choice
1.  b
The so-called higher cognitive process (thinking, reasoning, problem-solving, language use, for example) require and manipulate the “lower” cognitive processes of perception, learning, and memory.
2.  d
This one is “by definition.” A prototype is the best example of a concept or category. 
3.  c
If we knew how to get from where we were to where we wanted to go, we wouldn’t even have a problem, so the best alternative is the third one.
4.  a
With a well-defined problem, the goal state is very clear so we know when we are there, and we know it with some degree of certainty.  We can say, “There, that problem is solved.”
5.  b
Given the answer provided right above to #8, the only acceptable answer is b.
6.  d
Once we realize that we’ve got a problem, the first and most difficult step is to put that problem into terms that are meaningful to us.
7.  a
If a problem already exists in a form with which we are familiar, representation will be relatively easy.
8.  c
It may be very inefficient and very time-consuming, but one thing about an algorithmic strategy is that we are guaranteed that eventually we will find a solution if one is available.
9.  b
Heuristics (in general) allow us to cut back on the number of choices we may pursue in problem solving. The more possibilities there are, the more important to devise a heuristic strategy.
10.  d
By definition, functional fixedness is a variety of mental set.
11.  c
No matter how unique, no matter if divergent or convergent, no matter how artistic or beautiful, the ultimate test of a creative solution is whether it actually works to solve the problem at hand.
12.  c
Solutions to problems — creative or not — tend to occur in the illumination stage of problem solving. (Can’t you just see the little cartoon character with the light bulb — hence, illumination — above his head, saying, “AHA!!”?)
13.  b
Language is rule-governed. It is creative or generative, and it is both cognitive and social. I’m not sure I know what it means to say that language is either correct or incorrect.
14.  a
Although language is an arbitrary, cognitive process that follows rules, communicating about the not here and the not now reflects displacement.
15.  b
Pragmatics focuses on the social contextual issues involved in language use (at least to a greater degree than the other choices listed here).
16.  c
 The terms “syntax” and “grammar” are often used interchangeably. This is what we’re talking about here—making grammatically correct utterances.
17.  b
Each of these defines intelligence, and reasonably so, but only the second alternative is an operational definition, specifying the operations used to measure intelligence.
18.  d
Although they came to different conclusions when they did so, they both used the same method of examining the correlations among test scores.
19.  c
The fact that Gardner talks about eight (or eight-and-a-half) ways of displaying intelligence (as opposed to nine or ten) is not terribly relevant.  What is relevant is the basic notion that there are ways of being intelligent other than in the arena of academic excellence.
20.  c
What makes Sternberg’s approach quite different from the others is that he claims we should look at intelligent behaviors in action, in use, rather than as structures or test scores.
21.  a
In the context of testing, reliability means what it means elsewhere: dependability or consistency.
22.  c
Their basic job was to identify children in the French school system who needed a different (special) style of education because of some general intellectual deficit.
23.  b
What we’re looking for here is MA divided by CA, times 100, or 8 divided by 10, times 100 = 80.
24.  d
One of Wechsler’s complaints about IQ tests of his day was that they were so heavily verbal and vocabulary-oriented.  He included many performance items on his tests, and allowed for the computation of a performance IQ.
25.  c
By definition, we calculate standard scores by comparing earned scores with those achieved by members of the appropriate norm group.
26.  c
Although IQ scores may be positively correlated with the factors named in the other alternatives, what IQ scores predict best is achievement in school, or academics.
27.  c
Obviously, we can find psychologists who will argue with this point of view, but I think that the most conservative response here is that psychologists see IQ test scores as just one indicator of the underlying trait that we call intelligence.
28.  d
All we know with any certainty is that Group A, on the average, is more intelligent than Group B, as indicated by IQ scores.
29.  b
Spatial relations tests are about the only ones on which males seem to have a consistent advantage.
30.  c
Once you realize that I am looking for a false statement (which is always a bit backwards and troublesome), it is clear that alternative c should be your choice.
31.  c
Down Syndrome (and there are those who refer to this as “Down’s Syndrome”—either way is okay) appears when a zygote manages to pick up an extra chromosome, making 47 instead of the usual 46 in 23 pairs.
True/False
NOTE:  THESE FIRST FEW TRUE/FALSE ITEMS ARE NOT IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE COVERED IN THE TEXT. This is on purpose. You need to know the material; you seldom need to know it in the order in which it is presented.
1.  F
Quite the contrary, because morphemes include such non-words as prefixes (e.g., un- or dis-), suffixes (e.g., -ment or –ing) and plurality (e.g., -s or –es). Languages have many more morphemes than words.
2.  T
No one knows just what a LAD is, or exactly how it works, but it is the “structure” used to describe the biological aspects of language acquisition, so this item is true,
3.  F
I certainly hope that you didn’t fall for this one. Think about it. How can one even understand the nature of a problem without reference to memory? This one is so easy; so obviously false, that some students can’t believe it and make it more difficult than it is.
4.  F
In fact, computers can solve problems with what amounts to a heuristic strategy, but they are best at using algorithmic strategies, checking out all possibilities—quickly.
5.  T
Sure it can. If it is an appropriate mental set or expectation, a mental set can be very useful in a problem-solving situation.
6.  T
Not only is this statement true, it also provides a pretty good definition of both divergent and convergent thinking.
7.  F
Easily confused, this definition is for the other variety of reasoning: inductive.
8.  T
This is a good, straightforward statement of Thurstone’s position on intelligence.
9.  F
No, what makes this revision different from previous ones (among other things, of course) is that it can provide a number of more specific scores than just one general, overall score.
10.  T
Seems deceptively simple, doesn’t it? And it’s true.
11.  F
Just because we cannot specify an environmental determinant does not mean or imply that one must go all the way in the other direction and assume that there must be a genetic determinant.
12.  T
We do.
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