Answers to Practice Test Questions

Multiple Choice

1. d
The key to this item is that we’re talking about “levels” or “compartments,” otherwise, alternative a would look pretty good. The best alternative here is the last one.

2. a
Of all of our different varieties of memory, the duration of sensory memory is, by far, the shortest. Some folks say less than one second, some say about a second, but even an alternative that says “a few minutes” is way too long.

3. d
You have to be careful on this one. The word “minimal” is very important here. Any one of these alternatives will do the job, but the minimum necessary is simply paying attention to it again.

4. c
The best term (although arguments could be made for some of the other alternatives) is the technical term “chunk,” largely because the others are more related to duration than to capacity.

5. d   The best way is to “work with it,” using elaborative rehearsal.

6. a
We say that elaborative rehearsal gets information into LTM, so “retrieving it” won’t do. Alternatives b and d say the same thing and are related to STM, so the answer is that it involves making the material (more) meaningful.

7. b
These abilities are most likely in procedural memory.

8. a
Mostly because it is personal and autobiographical, the answer to the question about learning to ride a bicycle is probably in episodic memory. Note that actually remembering how to do so would be in procedural memory.

9. b
Long-term memories of traumatic, anxiety-producing experiences—of the sort usually found in one’s episodic memory—are the sorts that are typically repressed.

10. d
 There is little doubt that all of our memory processes are organized in some fashion, but issues of organization are mostly related to semantic memory.

11. a
 That our recall of experience is reconstructed from bits and pieces of stored information is a point of view that goes back to Barlett in 1932. The other three alternatives are just simple false.

12. c
 Because the hippocampus is involved in “moving” experiences from STM to LTM, and because a difficulty in doing so is what anterograde amnesia is, the quality answer is the third one.

13. d It's difficult to say, of course, exactly what changes take place in the brain when memories are formed, but we know for sure that new neurons are not formed or created. Remember from Chapter 2 that we are born with more neurons than we'll ever have again.

14. b
 When we talk about retrieval failure, we are probably going to assume that the information that cannot be remembered is in memory, but cannot be gotten out for some reason, which is essentially what the second alternative is saying.

15. c
 In virtually every case (although do note that there are exceptions) recall is more difficult than any other measure.

16. d
 When we ask someone to relearn previously learned—and perhaps forgotten—material, we are really testing to see if any of that material is still there—implicitly.

17. b
 In truth, material in procedural memory seems to actively resist explicit measures of retrieval.

18. c
 The simple thing to say is that we cannot remember these features because we have never really tried to learn them, which is to say that they have never been properly encoded.

19. a
 I think that a is a fairly good, concise statement of the encoding specificity hypothesis. Note that although alternatives b and d are essentially true statements, they are not related to the question.

20. c
 State-dependent memory studies have to do with the person’s “state of mind” at encoding and at retrieval, and verify what we predict with the encoding specificity hypothesis.

21. b
 More than anything else they may do, mnemonic devices enhance the meaningfulness of what we are encoding.

22. d
 This item provides a good description of what is involved in narrative chaining.

23. b
 This item provides a good definition of schemas.

24. c
 If Bob engages in no more trials, overlearning = 0%; 8 trials = 100%; 16 trials = 200%, and 20 trials = 250% overlearning.

25. d
 Answer a is virtually never true. Answer b incorrectly talks about STM instead of LTM. Answer c sounds good, perhaps, but it is untrue, while answer d is nearly always true.

26. c
 The very last test will always provide the most proactive interference—interference from materials learned earlier.

27. b
 You may want to go back and review the design for both the retroactive and proactive interference experiments. The correct choice here is that as an experimental subject, you will begin by learning Task A.

True/False

1. F
No, actually, before we learn it we must attend to and perceive it, but before that we must sense that information.

2. F
Whereas LTM seems to be virtually without limit in terms of capacity, sensory memory is going to be limited by our sensory ability. Sensory memory capacity is large, but not as large as that of LTM.

3. T
Indeed, because paying attention is so central to STM, we find its capacity limited.

4. T
This statement is simple in that it does not bother to tell us just what elaborative rehearsal is, but in its simplicity, it is true.

5. F
Information in semantic memory is no doubt well organized, and one of the ways in which it may be organized is chronologically. Having said that, I still am going to claim that the answer here is false because there are so many other, better, more common ways of organizing material in semantic memory—and because chronological organization better fits episodic memory.

6. F
Women seem to have richer, more complete, and more emotionally-intense episodic or autobiographical memories than do men.
7. F
No, in fact, quite the opposite is true.

8. F
No. Explicit measures are necessarily conscious processes, such as recognition and recall.

9. F
This is terribly unlikely — so much so that I’d call it false.  What we call flashbulb memories are more likely to be stored in episodic memory.

10. F
 If you think about this one for a minute, you will see how silly it is. Yes, mnemonic devices impact on retrieval, but they do so by having their real impact at the time of encoding, putting information into memory in a more meaningful way.

11. F
 In fact, practicing the retrieval of learned information is exactly what you are doing right now.  I hope it helps. It should.
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