Answers to Practice Test Questions

Multiple Choice
1.  d
Alternative a is simply not true.  Alternatives b and c may be true, but are not related to the word “demonstrated,” which makes d the correct choice.
2.  a   
The very first thing that will happen is that a bell will be sounded and, reflexively, the dog will orient toward it.
3.  d  
Actually, because the bell and the food powder in the first three alternatives are stimuli and not responses, the only possible answer here is the last alternative.
4.  c 
Spontaneous recovery is the reappearance of a conditioned response following extinction and immediately after a rest interval.
5.  a
By definition, discrimination conditioning is usually used to offset the effects of the opposite process of generalization.
6.  a
This is a tough one.  The person comes to desensitization with a (learned) irrational fear, which now acts as if it were a UCR to be replaced with a newly acquired CR of relaxation. All of that means that the first alternative here is the best one.
7.  b
Although some of the other alternatives may be true, the second is the only one that has to do with classical conditioning. Because of this phenomenon, taking the same amount of drug in a new (unconditioned) environment can cause an overdose.
8.  c
Pavlov did not recognize this reality, but we now know that a stimulus will serve as an effective CS only if it signals or predicts the occurrence of the UCS that follows it.
9.  c
Alternatives a and d are responses and, thus, cannot be a UCS.  The food, originally neutral, is the CS, and anything that causes nausea or stomach pain acts as the UCS.
10.  c
I doubt that many psychologists would even agree with the statements made in alternatives a, b, and d, which makes the third alternative the correct choice here.
11.  a
The relatively permanent change in behavior that occurs as a result of operant conditioning is a change in the rate or probability of a response.
12.  a
This is a wordy item, but the most likely thing to happen is that the rat’s rate of lever pressing will decrease, which is indicative of extinction.
13.  c
If Mickey doesn’t do what you want him to do, there will be nothing for you to reinforce, so in this situation, you will have to try shaping first.
14.  c
Because we reinforce some stimuli and not others, we say that discrimination training is a matter of differential reinforcement.
15.  d
Actually, the first three alternatives all say pretty much the same thing, which is a major clue that the answer is the last alternative. “Primary” as a descriptor in psychology often refers to something that is based in evolution, biology, or physiology.
16.  a
Positive reinforcers are given to organisms after an appropriate response, while negative reinforcement involves taking away something (that is usually unpleasant or painful).
17.  b
Because the root canal procedure takes away the pain of the toothache, the end result is very reinforcing (how reinforcing depends on how painful the toothache was).  The reinforcement here is negative reinforcement.
18.  a
Responses learned under a continuous reinforcement schedule will extinguish more quickly than those learned under any other type of reinforcement schedule.
19.  d
Actually, the first three alternatives are each quite false.  The only thing that we can say for sure is that punishment decreases response rates — by definition.
20.  c  
Cognitive approaches emphasize cognitions, cleverly enough.  That means that they focus on changes inside the organism that may or may not be evidenced in overt behavior.
21.  b
“Latent” means “hidden from view,” or “not presently observable.”  Hence, the second alternative is the best choice.
22.  c
This seems strange, but, in fact, birds can (and do) create incredibly elaborate cognitive maps of their territories in which they bury their seeds for future use.
23. a
Maybe it’s just me, but I think that all those PBS television shows that are aimed at teaching us how to do all sorts of things — from tuning car engines, to installing a deck, to upholstering furniture and making quilts — follow the lead of social learning theory, in a “see how I do it, then try it yourself” sort of way.
24.  b
Vicarious reinforcement and vicarious punishment deal with the consequences of observing someone else being reinforced or punished and are, therefore, social concepts.
True/False
1.  F
I really like this item (and I have used it in several upper-division classes, but not in the beginning course).  It is false for two reasons.  Pavlov won his prize in 1904, not 1902, but that’s pretty picky.  There is no Nobel Prize for psychology—Pavlov’s was in medicine.
2.  T
Yes, this is the first response, which needs to be habituated before actual conditioning begins.
3.  F
Some particularly strong emotional responses may take quite a while to extinguish, but eventually they will.
4.  F
Bitten by a German Shepard dog, a child may very well become frightened by a cocker spaniel, but the process involved is not discrimination, but generalization, nearly the opposite.
5.  T
This is true.  Remember: no matter how many times the CS and UCS are paired, the CR is never quite as strong as the UCR was at the start.
6.  F   
Actually, it was Thorndike who stated the Law of Effect after observing his cats in a puzzle box.
7.  T
This statement is true by definition—“shaping” and “successive approximations” are nearly synonymous terms.
8.  T
It is important to remember that the intention of the person doing the reinforcing (or the punishing) is quite irrelevant in operant conditioning.  What matters is the effect that one’s actions have on the behavior of the “learner,” which makes this statement true.
9.  T
Because negative reinforcement involves the removal of some noxious, unpleasant, painful stimulus and results in the increase of one’s rate of responding, it is surely a good thing to have happen to you.
10.  F
You didn’t fall for this one, did you?  Remember, Tolman first demonstrated cognitive maps in rats.  As it happens, it is very easy to generate human examples, but the point is that this phenomenon is not restricted to humans.
11. T

They certainly are.
12. F
Sometimes questions show up that are just so silly, it causes a slight problem. In this context, field-dependent refers to students who are people-oriented, intuitive, holistic and tends to remember material in a social context.
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