Answers to Practice Test Questions

Multiple Choice

1.  b
If you feel anything, you are having, or experiencing affect.  Remember: cognitions are thoughts or ideas.  Conflicts often give rise to affect.

2.  c
Psychologists study all of these things, but the only answer that is general enough not to exclude a part of psychology’s subject matter is alternative c.

3.  b 
Operational definitions tell us how we are to measure something, not what that thing is.  Here we have four correct statements (or reasonable definitions), but alternative b is the only one that provides an operational definition.

4.  c
All you need to do here is recognize the definition of the term “hypothesis.”

5.  c
By definition, making scientific claims without demonstrated scientific evidence is using pseudoscience. It is not illegal, appeals directly to the audience, not the audience’s subconscious, and has nothing to do with the differences between correlation and experimentation.

6.  d
What makes psychologists “scientist-practitioners” is that they spend most of their time trying to apply psychological knowledge to problems in the real world. That is, they “practice” the “science” of psychology.

7.  b
Alternatives c and d tell us about psychology’s subject matter.  When psychology began, the focus was on applying scientific methods to deal with old philosophical questions about the nature of the mind.

8.  b
What both these men did—as philosophers, not as scientists—was to focus on understanding human nature without reference to deity or to religious beliefs.

9.  b
Wundt, James, and Locke would have been comfortable defining psychology as the study of human consciousness.  It was John B. Watson who had a problem with a science of consciousness and preferred to define psychology as the science of behavior.

10.  d
Perception is a basic process that has been a concern of every variety of psychology over the years, but it was the German gestalt psychologists who made perception their central concern.

11.  c
In fact she wrote the first text on animal behaviors. Christine Ladd-Franklin focused on color vision. Wertheimer was a gestalt psychologist, and Maslow a humanistic psychologist.

12.  b.
Kenneth Clark and his wife Mamie did this ground-breaking research, a significant factor in the Brown vs. Board of Education decision of 1954.

13.  d
Although no psychologist would actually disagree with such a statement, it is most likely to have been made by a humanistic psychologist. [What sort of statement would be best associated with each of the other types of psychologist?]

14.  c
The most common association with Freud is “psychoanalytic” and we shall encounter the term often in the study of psychology.

15.  b
This alternative goes a long way toward defining just what the new, emerging approach of “positive psychology” is all about.

16.  a.
Among other things, Anastasi is the author of the classic text, Psychological Testing.
17.  c
No matter which of the scientific methods one uses in psychology, all of them flow from first making careful observations of one’s subject matter.

18.  a
Yes, there are many specific methods, but ultimately they will yield either a correlation or a cause-and-effect statement resulting from experimentation.

19.  c
The advantage of surveys is that it generally gathers observations form large numbers of persons. Its analysis is seldom very deep, but it can be very broad.

20.  b
The whole point of naturalistic observation is to view behaviors as they actually occur in nature with as little influence of the observer as possible.

21.  c
Actually, this is a rather “standard” test item.  Alternative d is wrong because correlation coefficients cannot exceed +1.00 or –1.00. Useful predictions hinge on how close the coefficient is to either extreme of +1.00 or –1.00, where the sign (+ or -) is irrelevant.

22.  d
With a negative correlation, high scores on one variable are associated with low scores on the other. It is our experience, at least, that as the lighting in a restaurant goes up (think “fast food”), the quality goes down.

23.  a
When doing an experiment, the most important—and often the most difficult—thing is to be sure that one has adequately controlled all extraneous variables.

24.  b
The independent variable is the one that you manipulate; here, the amount or dosage of the drug.  Degree of improvement might be your dependent variable, while the type of disorder being treated and other concurrent therapies would be extraneous variables.

25.  d
Actually, the most proper name for this group is “placebo control.”

26.  a
Baseline designs use subjects as their own controls, where each participant gets both the experimental treatment and the control condition.  None of the statements, b, c, or d is correct.

27.  c
All sciences have ethical concerns about how (or if) to apply what they have learned.  The unique problem for psychology—because it uses living organisms as the focus of its study—is that ethical issues are important in the collection of information as well as in its application.

True/False

1.  F
There are many ways of gaining insight into the nature of the world and the organisms that populate it.  As it happens, psychology values science above the others, but there are others.

2.  T
There are lots of different ABCs, but in psychology, our ABCs are indeed, affect, behavior, and cognition.

3.  F
The first laboratory was opened in the late 1800s (1879) in Leipzig, Germany, by Wilhelm Wundt.


4.  T
Yes, it did. Then it became “the science of behavior.”  Now it is the “science of behavior and mental processes.

5.  T
Clinical and counseling psychologists are among those scientist-practitioners who apply psychological information in the real world.
6.  F
The type of information afforded by these three techniques is different, to be sure, but to say that one is any more useful than the others depends entirely upon the use to which the observations are to be put. That is, they are just different, not better or worse.

7.  F
The usefulness of a correlation is not determined by whether it is positive or negative, but by its magnitude.

8.  F
Probably most of what we know in psychology we have learned by doing experiments, but it is not correct to argue that experimentation is the only scientific method that psychologists use.

9.  F
Although there is seldom a need for more than one control group, there is considerable good sense for having more than one independent variable—as in factorial experiments.

10.  T
By definition, one does not (or does not need to) collect new data to perform a meta-analysis; it is a statistical analysis of existing data.
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