S161 Principles of Sociology	Patrick J. Ashton
EXAM #1


INSTRUCTIONS:  This exam consists of multiple-choice questions.  In each case, you should select the single best answer and mark it on this exam.  When you have completed the exam, carefully transfer your answers to the separate answer sheet.  Before beginning, make sure that your name is on this exam and that your name and your student I.D. number are in the appropriate place on the separate answer sheet.

The following 	questions are drawn from in-class materials.

1.	Sociology’s basic insight is that

a.	human behavior, when studied scientifically, is entirely predictable.
b.	human individuals are not really responsible for their own behavior.
c.	human behavior is largely shaped by the groups to which we belong.
d.	only a few remarkably strong individuals are able to avoid group influence.

2.	In this course, the instructor has argued that social change is

a.	constant and pervasive and we must learn to deal with it.
	b.	something everyone agrees should be avoided at all costs.
c.	a phenomenon that can be explained almost exclusively by studying individuals.
d.	something that usually has a positive impact on those most concerned with it.

3.	In lecture, it was argued that all of the following are necessary for understanding and dealing with social change except

	a.	articulation of goals.
b.	understanding social dynamics.
c.	analysis of the pattern of social change.
d.	exact prediction of the future.

4.	In this course, sociology has been defined as the scientific study of

	a.	the social basis of individual human behavior.
b.	human society and social interactions.
	c.	human culture in its many varied forms.
d.	the relationship between human behavior and social biology.

5.  	Which of the following is not a component of the definition of sociology given in lecture?   

	a.	patterns
b.	science
c.	groups
d.	humans
e.	These are all components of the definition of sociology.


6.	When you begin an introductory sociology course you most likely

a.	are already something of an expert in the subject matter.
b.	have no clue as to what the subject is about.
c.	know how to do social research.
d.	are not subject to the influence of groups in your personal life.

7.	A family is shattered by their child’s drug abuse.  Sociologists would approach this problem by

a.	seeing it as a private and personal issue.
b.	seeing it as a biological flaw in the child.
c.	viewing it as a moral failure by the parents.
d.	looking for patterns of drug abuse in similar circumstances.

8.	Which of the following, according to lecture, is a problem in studying humans?

a.	Humans can change their behavior when they know they’re being studied.
b.	Human behavior is so unpredictable that no systematic patterns can be found.
c.	Because humans change, research data on their behavior goes out of date.
d.	a and c only
e.	a, b, and c.

9.	____________________ refers to consistency of results in research; ___________________ refers to the appropriateness of a measure to the phenomenon being studied.

a.	Reliability; validity
b.	Validity; reliability
c.	Representativeness, validity
d.	Reliability; objectivity

10.	Standardized tests like the SAT, ACT, GRE, LSAT, ISTEP, IQ, etc. are quite controversial these days.  Critics suggest that the tests are culturally biased and don’t really measure the full range of academic or intellectual ability.  This is essentially a controversy about

a.	validity.
b.	accuracy.
c.	representation.
d.	reliability.

11.	Suppose a study concludes that marijuana use leads to heroin addiction.  However, no other researcher is able to duplicate these results.  This would suggest the study lacks

a.	validity.
b.	accuracy.
c.	representation.
d.	reliability.

12.	Asch’s research on perception of line length differences is an example of what type of research design?

a.	survey
b.	experiment
c.	participant observation
d.	documentary

13.	What must researchers do to ensure that a sample will be truly representative of the population from which it was drawn?

a.	They must select only those subjects they know to be unbiased.
b.	They must ensure that each member of the population has an equal chance to be in the 	sample.
c.	They must interview as many members of the population as possible.
d.	They must let members of the population select their own representatives to be 	interviewed.

The following questions are drawn from the readings.

14.	As a field, sociology is most interested in

a.	individuals.
b.	unconscious processes.
c.	creating the perfect society.
d.	social behavior.

15.	C. Wright Mills argued that the task of the Sociological Imagination is to

a.	think of unusual social situations.
b.	take into consideration the unruly, untamed nature of human nature.
c.   understand the relationship between individual experiences and the larger society.
d. 	a and c only
e. 	a, b, and c

16.  Empiricism refers to knowledge that relies on evidence from

a.	things that can be observed directly.
b.	philosophical issues.
c.	scientific literature.
d.	economic forecasts.


17.	Which of the following events was not taking place during the emergence of the field of sociology?

a.	Europeans were engaged in colonizing the world.
b.	The Catholic Church and other traditional institutions were growing in power and 	influence.
c.	Established rulers were being challenged by mass uprisings.
	d.	Forced off their land, many peasants were becoming urban industrial workers.

18.	The idea that people who cannot compete in society are poorly adapted to their environment and therefore inferior has become known as

	a.	conflict theory.
b.	functionalism.
c.	Social Darwinism.
d.	Social Marxism.

19.	_____________________ was the ideology that Max Weber said justified economic success through rational, disciplined hard work.

a.	The Iron Law of Wages
b.	Social Darwinism
c.	Communism
d.	The Protestant Ethic

20.	Which of the following statements would not be part of the functionalist theory of society?

	a.	Social systems are highly stable.
	b.	Social life is governed by consensus and cooperation.
	c.	Each part of the social system contributes to the operation of the whole.
	d.	Social order is frequently achieved through coercion.

21.	A sociological theory concerned with the issues of who benefits from particular social arrangements and how those in power maintain their positions is known as

	a.	conflict theory.
b.	coercion theory.
c.	functionalism.
d.	symbolic interactionism.

22.	A sociologist using the symbolic interactionist approach would be most likely to ask which of the following questions?

a.   What function does the education system serve for the larger society?
b.	Why is education a useful service?
c.	How is the educational system used to benefit those in power?
d.	What messages are communicated to students by the structure within which education 
		takes place? 

23.	Colleges bring young people together and thus serve as a form of “marriage market.”  This is an example of a

a.   dysfunction.
b.   functional prerequisite.
c.   latent function.
d.   manifest function.

24. 	According to standard research design, which of the following steps comes last?
	
	a.	developing hypotheses
b.	defining the problem
c.	analyzing the data and drawing conclusions
d.	reviewing previous research
e.	determining the research design
	
25.	Which of the following represents an appropriate operational definition for a research project on “good students”?

a.	Good students study a lot.
b.	A good student is one who has a grade point average of 3.2 or better.
c.   Good students get better grades than poor students.
d.	A good student will have good study habits.

26.	Which of the following is a statement of causality?

a.	Rural areas have fewer services than urban areas.
b.	This sociology course is difficult.
c.	Poverty produces low self-esteem.
d.	Mean income in New York is higher than in Florida.

27.	Which of the following is a stratified random sample of students at a particular college?

	a.	300 students selected at random
b.	all the students in two dormitories with different social characteristics
c.	all ethnic and religious groups represented in proportion to their numbers at the college
d	every fifth student selected from an alphabetical listing of names 

28.	The number that falls in the exact middle of a ranked series of numbers is known as the
	
a.	median.
b.	meridian.
c.	mean.
d.	mode.


29.  The mean is most useful as a measure of central tendency when

a.	there is a relatively narrow range of figures.
b.	a few scores are much higher or lower than the rest.
c.   the researcher wants to show which number occurs most often.
d.	other measures do not produce statistical significance.

30.	When reading a statistical table, the best place to look to help you decide how reliable the information is would be the

a.	title.
b.	source.
c.	footnotes.
d.	headnotes.

31.	A variable is a

a.	factor that can take on different values.
b.	testable statement about the relationship between two or more hypotheses.
c.	factor that always remains constant.
d.	statement of association.
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