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accents of various sorts, less is known  
about the amount of cognitive effort that  
this requires. Dalby and his co-investigators, 
Catherine Rogers and Kanai Nishi from the 
University of South Florida, have shown that 
Mandarin Chinese-accented English is nearly 
as intelligible as native speech when presented 
in ideal listening conditions. They have 
hypothesized that this effect is evidence of  
the extra effort needed to process accented 
speech. Dalby is currently conducting 
experiments using Spanish-accented isolated 
words in different levels of background noise 
to support this hypothesis. He presented 
preliminary results of this work at the 
November 2008 meeting of the Acoustical 
Society of America in Miami.

Greetings from Professor 
Emerita Pauline Flynn 
I wish to extend my greetings—especially to 
the graduates who are important historical 
figures in “our” department. Today will be 
history tomorrow, so my greeting says 
nothing of years—or age. Still, gerontology 
does hold clinical relevance, as all of society 
grows older day by day. Have you taken the 
Introduction to Gerontology course?

I hope you are making “marginal” notes  
of ideas and experiences that sound 
interesting to you. Many of my most 

interesting involvements in retirement come 
as follow-ups to possibilities I noticed ages ago.

Since we are members of a “do something 
for someone else” profession, service comes 
naturally, for me and I know for you, too. 
Have you thought about out-loud, on- radio 
reading for individuals who are visually 
impaired? Some of our past majors and I 
have enjoyed that. Try to find places (and 
time) to read aloud to young children as well.

Do you love to read for pleasure? If you do,  
I highly recommend Three Cups of Tea and 
Left To Tell. Do you love to travel? When it’s 
the right time for you, I think you would find 
traveling the Alaska Marine Highway to be  
an awesome trip-of-a-lifetime, just as I  
did after last summer’s experience.

I congratulate you on the sacrifices you have 
made to move toward achieving your goals. 
SLP/As play an important role in success. 
Both you and your clients should be smiling 
about that...quite often.

You remain in my thoughts. I am looking 
forward to when I might see you in person.

Happy summer. Use ear protectors when  
you mow!

Pauline Flynn, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita 

Audiology and Speech Sciences
paulinetfwin@aol.com

From the Communication 
and Disorders Clinic 
Eight senior students completed the 
Communication and Disorders Clinic this 
past spring semester with nine clients 
served. One of the students had two clients 
and earned a gerontology certificate 
following completion of the practicum. 
Although the wide variety of clients in the 
clinic made it particularly challenging this 
year, all of the students agreed that it was  
a valuable experience. Because evidence-
based practice is so important to us all, 
members of this year’s class were required 
to research the technique they planned to 
use with their client and determine if the 
technique was based on sound research.

Kudos to AUS majors
Senior Mariesa Rang was selected for a 
second year to be an orientation assistant  
for the Student Orientation, Advising, and 
Registration (SOAR) program. She will assist 
incoming freshmen this summer to learn 
about IPFW and help them feel welcomed. 
Senior Stephanie Hoppes was selected for  
a Greater Fort Wayne Business Weekly layout 
as one of IPFW’s 20 most 
interesting graduating 
seniors. Senior Regency 
Sharma was awarded  
the College of Arts and 
Sciences’ Robert E. Wise 
Scholarship, which is 
offered to an AUS major 
every four years.

ASL Sign Choir 
The IPFW ASL Choir had one performance 
this year—it was the May performance  
of the National Anthem during IPFW’s 
Commencement. The choir consisted of Ann 
Dutkiewicz, Robin Grimm, Stephanie Hoppes, 
Lisa Kleinheksel, Elizabeth Learnard, Helen 
Roth, Regency Sharma, and Sheryl Welch.

Alumni News
Stephanie (Trent) Adams (B.S. ’90) lives  
in West Lafayette, Ind., and works as the 
coordinator of deaf and hard of hearing 
services at Purdue’s main campus. In this 
capacity, she has given two campus-wide 

Regency Sharma
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techniques. Additionally, volunteering for 
tasks around the department is something 
we could always count on Hoppes to do. 
Also, she served as president of the Speech 
and Hearing Club this year, and she has 
been the president and vice president of  
the Student Council of Athletes. Under her 
leadership, hearing aids were purchased  
for an elderly woman, and for two years, 
Hoppes organized a fundraiser for the 
Turnstone Center for Children and Adults 
with Disabilities, with assistance from 
athletes and Turnstone clients. Everyone 
played basketball or volleyball in 
wheelchairs. Guess who won? A cash 
award was given to Hoppes as a gift from 
the Psi Iota Xi Theta Sigma Chapter in 
Syracuse, Ind.

Seniors Jennifer Bell and Jade Januseski 
shared in the generous scholarship from  
the Anne M. Balentine Foundation. The 
scholarship funded by the Conrad Balentine 
family of Bluffton, Ind., is in honor of their 
daughter and sister, Anne, who is deaf, 
blind, and physically challenged. The 
women were selected for meritorious 
scholarship (both with 4.0 grade-point 
averages) and their interest in serving 
persons with multiple disabilities. Bell wants 
to pursue creative solutions for those who 

have both developmental and physical 
challenges. Januseski wants to help those 
who confront several challenges and be 
their “lifeline to sanity.” This phrase comes 
from her reading about disabilities. Bell will 
serve as vice president for the ASL PAH! 
Club next year, and Januseski will serve  
as the club’s secretary next year.  

Seniors Lisa Kleinheksel and Stacy Refner 
were awarded the generous Downtown 
(Fort Wayne) Sertoma–William Doctor 
Scholarship for their demonstrated high 
scholarship. The award was named for  
a founding member of the Sertoma Club. 
Kleinheksel’s goals are to provide services 
to infants in the neonatal intensive units  
so she can help prevent communication 
disorders. She was re-elected president of 
ASL PAH! Refner thrives on interaction with 
senior citizens. Her goals are to specialize 
in the elderly and those with traumatic brain 
injuries. Refner was elected publicist for the 
Speech and Hearing Club. 

Senior Ann Dukiewicz received the Psi  
Iota Xi Delta Gamma (Fort Wayne)–Donald 
Doster Memorial Scholarship. This award 
provides tuition reduction for a speech  
and hearing therapy major who has 
demonstrated academic excellence. 
Dukiewicz plans on working with school 
age children or in early intervention so she 

can help children reach their highest 
potential. She will be the treasurer of the 
ASL PAH! Club again next year and vice 
president of the Speech and Hearing Club.

Senior Carolyn Dent was awarded the Psi 
Iota Xi-Eta Rho Chapter (New Haven, Ind.) 
Scholarship. In addition to excellent 
academic ability, she appreciates the effect 
a speech-language pathologist can have,  
as she witnessed the growth in language  
of her younger brother who received early 
intervention services. Dent will serve as 
secretary for the Speech and Hearing Club 
next year.

Senior Mariesa Rang received the Psi Iota 
Xi-Theta Theta Chapter (Fort Wayne) annual 
AUS Textbook Award for her scholarship  
and interest in teaching young children  
or those who are medically fragile how to 
communicate. 

Independent Study
Senior Jennifer Hart completed a project 
studying her son’s development of 
phonemes and how his therapy compares 
to what she learned in her AUS 521 course. 
She worked under the direction of Professor 
Lucille Hess. Senior Rose Gilani completed 
her internship with audiologist Rita Vorndran 
(B.S. ’94) this spring as partial requirement 
for the gerontology certificate. Senior 
Danielle Bishop also completed her 
practicum requirement with the AUS 549 
course for the gerontology certificate.

American Sign  
Language PAH! Club
The ASL PAH! Club continued into its 
seventh year of participation with the deaf 
community through association with the 
Hoosier Connection. Along with the Speech 
and Hearing Club, they sponsored several 
events to earn money for the purchase of 
hearing aids for an elderly woman. Again 
this year, the club sponsored the Deaf Deaf 
Deaf World event at IPFW in April. At the 
event, everyone must communicate using 
ASL or through nonverbal means during 
most of the evening. ASL “police” make 
sure those rules are obeyed. The event 
brings the community to IPFW to learn  
and help educate students. More than 100  

AUS secretary Deb Ramer 
was recognized for her 20 
years at IPFW this spring. 
We are so fortunate to have 
had her as our secretary for 
18 of those years. Her 
experience is invaluable  
to everyone—students, 
faculty, and visitors. Imagine 
working with us for more 
than 18 years! She 
deserves recognition.

AUS secretary Deb Ramer recently celebrated her 20th 
anniversary at IPFW.

Thanks and 
Congratulations 
to Deb Ramer
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Front Row (l–r): Ann Dutkiewicz, Stephanie Hoppes, Stacy Refner, and Mariesa Rang.  
Back Row (l–r): Chair and Associate Professor Lucille Hess, Lisa Kleinheksel, Carolyn 
Dent, Jennifer Bell, Jade Januseski, continuing lecturer Sharon Egly, and Assistant 
Professor Jonathan Dalby.��RESEARCH From Page 1
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