Time Required

An overwhelming majority of instructors report
that using SafeAssign requires far less time than
they anticipated and that the time required rarely
exceeded time they would have spent using other
means of detecting plagiarism, such as searching
the Web.

Recommendations

e Consider SafeAssign as a teaching tool rather
than a deterrent or surveillance device. The
tool can give students a chance to sharpen
their understanding of responsible writing
when they use, quote, cite, or paraphrase
sources.

e Hold some office hours near a computer.
Space is available to you in CASA. Call 481
-5419 to make arrangements.

e  Check reports regularly.

e  When appropriate, have students use
SafeAssugn at the draft stage of writing and
allow them to revise in light of their original-
ity reports.

e  When confronted with a case of
plagiarism and before you meet face-to-face
with the student: reread the Code of Student
Ethics; print all documents; and contact your
chair, course coordinator, or Dean of Stu-
dents.

Information for Your Students

Help Guides on how to use SafeAssign are avail-
able at:
http://elearning.ipfw.edu/documentation/faculty/

SafeAssign.pdf

Template for Including SafeAssign on Your Syllabus
You may use the following text in your syllabus or revise to suit your
class needs.

In this course, we will be using the SafeAssign software as a tool
for learning how to write and use sources responsibly. SafeAs-
sign is useful in helping to determine whether or not a writer is
relying too heavily upon sources. To read more about SafeAs-
sign, go to its web site: http://www.mydropbox.com/

We will have a demonstration of the software in class as well as
exercises based on SafeAssign reports. All essays must be sub-
mitted to SafeAssign at the draft stage. Individual assignment
sheets will provide specific instructions.

Resources for Using SafeAssign
e  Online documentation at: http://elearning.ipfw.edu/
documentation/faculty/Safe Assign.pdf

How SafeAssign Works

Students (or instructors) submit electronic versions of essays to
SafeAssign which, in turn, produces an “electronic report.” This
report shows the writer and teacher the results of SafeAssign’s
comparison of the essay to content on the Web, SafeAssign’s
database of student writing, and some databases of common full-
text journals. You will be given [in-class] instructions about how
to use SafeAssign.

What This Process Requires of You, the Student

1) All assignments that you are required to submit to SafeAs-
sign must be submitted by the date and time specified in the
syllabus.

2) You may submit each assignment ONE time to SafeAssign.
You will receive ONE report.

3) SafeAssign reports are considered part of the final grade of a
paper. As with rough drafts, no final essay will be
accepted without a record of its draft having been submitted
to SafeAssign on time.

4)  All rough and final drafts of papers are held to the
University’s Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities
and to all relevant departmental policies on plagiarism.

Guide for Using
SafeAssign

Plagiarism Detection
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Enhance
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What Is SafeAssign?

SafeAssign (http://www.mydropbox.com/) is a web-
based plagiarism detection software owned by Black-
board to which IPFW has a subscription through Black-
board. It is used by most Blackboard institutions, includ-
ing Purdue University. SafeAssign is a powerful means
to teach students how to work with sources, and to raise
awareness of paraphrasing and quoting skills.

How SafeAssign Works

Students or instructors submit electronic versions of
essays to SafeAssign which, in turn, produces an
“originality report.” This report shows the results of
SafeAssign’s comparison of the essay to content on the
Web, SafeAssign’s database of student writing, and
some databases of common full-text journals.

Through SafeAssign’s settings, instructors have the
flexibility to allow students to self-submit and view the
report, which aids in the development of stronger writing
skills.

Using SafeAssign in a Course

Using SafeAssign effectively requires some advance
preparation and planning on the part of the instructor and
is least successful when used surreptitiously for survey-
ing students’ work.

Before the Semester Begins:

e  Reacquaint yourself with the IPFW Code of Student
Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct section on
student academic misconduct and plagiarism in the
bulletin or student handbook. Online see:
www.ipfw.edu/senate/STU_CODE.HTM.

e  Determine if you will be using SafeAssign through
Blackboard.

e  Familiarize yourself with the SafeAssign tool and plan
how you will use it to support teaching and learning.

e Attend a workshop or individual consultation at CELT or
ITS Client Support. Either unit can help you get started.

e  Test SafeAssign with materials from your discipline —
see what it does with sample work from previous
classes, your own paragraph, or text from a common
web
resource.

Incorporating SafeAssign into Your Syllabus

Incorporate SafeAssign into your assignment and assessment
parameters so that using this tool becomes part of the routine
of submitting written work. Determine policies about late
submissions and include these in the syllabus as well (for
example, a paper handed in during class but not uploaded to
SafeAssign may be considered late).

Caveats for Instructors Interested in This Tool

SafeAssign does not distinguish between direct quotations and
text lifted from a source; students who are quoting correctly
will likely have reports that indicate overlap with these
sources. The reports are easy to read because these instances
are easily noted.

Conversely, SafeAssign does not catch essays that include
plagiarized ideas or concepts, nor can it detect uncited para-
phrasing that dramatically changes the wording of an original
source while maintaining that source’s organization and/or
sentence structure.

The implications of originality reports are not always
self-evident. Teachers need to discuss the interpretation of
these reports with students and allow students an
opportunity to familiarize themselves with the tool.

Classroom Practice Recommendations

To introduce SafeAssign, develop a writing assignment
that allows students to practice with little or no risk to
their grade. If you take this option, ask students to pro-
duce and submit something original, rather than having all
students submit writing based on a common text. Asking
students to work with the same source material may result
in overlaps that SafeAssign cannot accommodate easily;
in this case, students’ originality reports become more
complex with each subsequent submission. Consequently,
students who submit last will have to deal with reports
that are unwieldy if not inaccurate.

Lead students in a brief (15-minute) in-class discussion
about SafeAssign’s results, so that they have a chance to
ask questions. CELT can provide samples of SafeAssign
originality reports for use in a classroom discussion.

Include information about SafeAssign in your syllabus.
You may use the copyright-free templates at the end of
this pamphlet or revise them to suit your needs.

Effects on Your Classroom

Instructors use many tools — Google.com searches, for
example — to detect plagiarism; SafeAssign is one among
many such resources. Nonetheless, teachers worry that
using SafeAssign will have a chilling effect on teacher-
student relations. Those using the tool report that it does
not impede this relationship, but they strongly recom-
mend that all instructors clearly introduce students to
SafeAssign and answer any questions they may have
before students are required to use the tool.

In summary, discuss SafeAssign with your students, ex-
plain your rationale for using it, and set their expectations
for its use in class.



	Test SafeAssign with materials from your discipline – see what it does with sample work from previous classes, your own paragraph, or text from a common web 
resource. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



