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Making a 
Course 

Portfolio



What is a course portfolio?

 The systematic documentation and analysis of a 
course

 A course anatomy

 An evolutionary account

 An ecology of the curricular context

 A coordinated act of scholarship

Lee Shulman



Why make a course portfolio?

 Make visible the intellectual work of 
teaching

 Systematically investigate, analyze, and 
document students’ learning

 Communicate the work to others and 
invite disciplinary conversations

 Other reasons



One step on the road

Teaching Scholarly
Teaching

Scholarship of 
Teaching &
Learning

Diagram by Dan Bernstein



Sample course portfolios

 Sherry Linkon, Immigrant Novels 
Youngstown State University

 Larkin Powell, Wildlife Ecology & 
Management
University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

http://cndls.georgetown.edu/applications/postertool/index.cfm?fuseaction=poster.display&posterID=152�
http://cndls.georgetown.edu/applications/postertool/index.cfm?fuseaction=poster.display&posterID=152�
http://www.courseportfolio.org/peer/pages/index.jsp?what=portfolioObjectD&portfolioObjectId=169�
http://www.courseportfolio.org/peer/pages/index.jsp?what=portfolioObjectD&portfolioObjectId=169�
http://www.courseportfolio.org/peer/pages/index.jsp?what=portfolioObjectD&portfolioObjectId=169�


Building the portfolio in MERLOT

 1. Assemble your content
◦ Michael Columbia’s summer grant report

 2. MERLOT.org

 Content Builder Quick Start guide
 http://contentbuilder.merlot.org/help/over

views/ContentBuilder_QuickStart.pdf

http://www.ipfw.edu/celt/grants/PDFs/columbia_report2008.pdf�
http://www.ipfw.edu/celt/grants/PDFs/columbia_report2008.pdf�
http://merlot.org/�
http://contentbuilder.merlot.org/help/overviews/ContentBuilder_QuickStart.pdf�
http://contentbuilder.merlot.org/help/overviews/ContentBuilder_QuickStart.pdf�
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