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❑ The writing is focused on one main argument.


❑ Any supporting arguments do indeed support 
the main argument.


❑ The argument is understandable to its audience.


❑ The argument is worth making: it focuses 
around a topic or controversy that matters to its 
audience.


❑ The writing shows that the writer has engaged 
with the topic, and has studied it beyond the 
surface level.


❑ The writing shows that the writer has tried to 
demonstrate to the audience that the topic 
matters to the audience.


❑ The writing acknowledges and discusses 
multiple sides to the issue being discussed.


❑ Other perspectives on the issue being discussed 
are considered respectfully and are taken 
seriously.


❑ There is an appropriate level of evidence and 
support—such as examples (which can include 
personal experience), facts and/or fi gures, 
illustrations or photographs, charts and/or 
graphics—to support the argument being 
made.


❑ The writing shows that the writer has made 
an effort to fi nd appropriate and interesting 
sources.


❑ Sources are appropriately cited in the body of 
the paper.


❑ Any sections of the paper that appear to come 
from other sources indicate the source.


❑ All used sources are appropriately cited at the 
end of the paper, using one of the accepted 
citation styles.


❑ Any graphics used are clear and easy to 
understand.


❑ Any graphics used are appropriate to the 
argument.


❑ All graphics are treated appropriately as sources.


❑ Readers will easily understand why the 
paragraphs are ordered as they are. 


❑ The writer has supplied transitions between 
each paragraph or section so that readers will 
understand why one paragraph moves into the 
next.


❑ Readers will be able to read the sentences easily 
because the grammar and spelling have been 
carefully checked.


❑ The grammar and spelling are rhetorically 
appropriate.


❑ The writing has a neat and easy-to-read 
appearance.


❑ The writing has an introduction that 
appropriately brings readers into the argument.


❑ The writing is as long as it needs to be to make 
its argument fully.


❑ At its conclusion, the writing sums up its 
argument in a manner that the audience will 
both understand and is likely to remember.


❑ The writing has a consistent ethos (if this is 
appropriate to the purpose of the paper).


❑ The ethos is appropriate to the purpose of the 
paper.


❑ The writing doesn’t ramble, whine, or shout 
at its audience (unless rambling, whining, and 
shouting are appropriate to the purpose).


❑ The writing demonstrates that the writer has an 
appropriate level of authority and/or knowledge 
to write on this topic.


❑ The writer pays attention to the emotions of the 
audience.


❑ The writing shows that the writer respects the 
audience’s intelligence and ability to think.


❑ The writing shows that the writer has tried to 
make the writing interesting to readers.



some qualities of polished writing in a research essay







