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BIOscope is an information bulletin published three times during the academic year by the IPFW 
Department of Biology. Students wishing to submit items for the next issue should contact the editor, 
Professor Ahmed Mustafa, at 260-481-6328 or mustafaa@ipfw.edu.

Message From The Department Chair
Here we go again!

Fall semester is well underway, and I hope that you are all settled in. 

Greetings to alumni, welcome new undergraduate freshmen and 
transfer students, and of course, our matriculating cast of characters. 
Kudos to graduate students finishing up over the summer, and a 
welcome to the new teaching assistants and the rest of our new 
graduate students. I hope you have an excellent fall—even those of 
you not in the classroom.

I offer my usual encouragement to students to get involved, not only in 
your various courses, but also with the clubs offered here and with the 
research opportunities of our faculty. Get your hands dirty!

Biology is doing great. We continue to mature, offering our students 
more options for core course paths and an ever broader array of upper 
division course offerings. Faculty and staff are working hard to provide 
you with the best possible academic experience, and they are being 
productive in the laboratory as well. We are adding to our capabilities 
continually in terms of state-of-the-art equipment, and that means good 
things for you. 

Enrollment continues to grow. We are now solidly the largest 
department in the College of Arts and Sciences, growing well ahead 
of IPFW as a whole. We are now 375 undergraduates and 38 graduate 
students strong! 

Go team. 

Bruce Kingsbury
Chair of Biology

New Graduate 	
Teaching 		
Assistants	
We extend a welcome to 
the following graduate 
teaching assistants who 
joined us this fall:

Kelly Boatright
Advisor: Robert Gillespie

Tera Dornfeld
Advisor: Frank Paladino

Matthew Farmer
Advisor: Bruce Kingsbury

Michael Frank
Advisor: Bruce Kingsbury

Kimberly Gieras
Advisor: Frank Paladino

Erin Kingsbury
Advisor: Robert Visalli

Deepal Patel
Advisor: Mark Jordan

Kathryn Sanders
Advisor: Robert Gillespie

Ka Kia Volbrecht
Advisor: Michael Bosela

Wildlife Service, so that he can 
focus some attention on two 
upcoming books, a revision of 
Habitat Management Guidelines for 
Amphibians and Reptiles of the Midwest 
(co-author our own Joanna Gibson) 
and A Field Guide to the Amphibians 
and Reptiles of Indiana through the IU 
Press.

Professor Ahmed Mustafa
Professor Mustafa has received the 
Students' Choice Award for Teaching 
Excellence at the Student Achievement 
Celebration this year, which was  
April 2. Congratulations!

Professor Frank Paladino
In October 2007, at the invitation of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Professor Paladino went to Beijing, 
Chendu, and Shanghi to give 
presentations on global warming and 

possible collaborations with the USA 
and IPFW in global warming issues 
and the possible effects on endangered 
species like pandas. The Chinese 
colleagues were very interested and 
came to the United States this past 
May for a follow-up meeting at Drexel 
University and IPFW, where letters of 
agreement were signed that will allow 
for exchanges for students and faculty, 
as well as interactions between the 
Chinese Academy Universities and 
Research Centers and IPFW. 

Paladino also took 23 students in BIOL 
140 Introduction to Marine Biology to 
the Goldring Marine Station in Parque 
Marino Las Baulas, Costa Rica, this 
spring for 10 days of intensive field 
experience, where they participated 
in the annual Children’s Sea Turtle 
Festival and parade. These students 
had field laboratories in the local 
dry forest, mangrove estuary, rocky 
intertidal zone, and snorkel labs 

on three different coral reefs. They 
identified and developed a field log 
book with animals ranging from 
howler monkeys to white-tipped 
reef sharks. This new intro class is 
available through IPFW international 
programs. Professors James Haddock 
and Winfried Peters from biology, 
as well as Professor Jim Farlow 
from geosciences, also accompanied 
these students and helped with the 
laboratories. Biology graduate students 
Sam Friederichs, Brett DeGregorio, 
and Sarah Valentine were also there 
and helped with the class.

Professor Robert Visalli
Professor Visalli has been promoted 
to associate professor of biology with 
tenure this spring. Congratulations!

Congratulations to Summer 2008 Graduates!
Master of Science:
Kecia Carl	 Brett DeGregorio	 Juliane Hoehne
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