






Alumni News
Damian Junk, who earned a 
master’s degree in 2001 under the 
tutelage of Professor George 
Mourad, has completed a doctorate 
in cancer genetics from the 
University of Arizona, He has begun 
a postdoctoral research associate 
position at Case Western Reserve 
University in Ohio. Mourad invited 
Junk to deliver a seminar to the 
department this fall. 

Faculty News
Professor George Mourad delivered 
a seminar titled “Purine and 
Pyrimidine Transport in 
Arabidopsis thaliana” at the 
Department of         

Chemistry and Biochemistry, Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, March 6, 

2008. 

Student Opportunities
Student Research Fellowship 

Program

This program is open to a 

maximum of 25 medical, law, and 

graduate nursing students and 

approximately five undergraduate 

juniors or seniors. Stipend: $2,300 

(three taxable incremental 

payments). Contact: Martha 

Hopewell, Midwest Alliance for 

Health Education, 1819 Carew 

Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46805. 

Professor George Mourad has 
openings for graduate and 
undergraduate students who are 
interested in applying cutting-edge 
technology in the area of molecular 
genetics of plant metabolism/
biochemistry. Through the genetic 
manipulation of plant metabolism, 
Mourad and his students have 
published several papers dealing 
with the overproduction of 
essential amino acids, as well as the 
identification of membrane 
transporters specifically involved in 
the uptake of purines and 
pyrimidines. If interested in joining 
Mourad’s group, visit his office at 
SB 380, or contact him at 
260-481-5704 or mourad@ipfw.edu.
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BIOscope is an information bulletin published three times during the academic year by the IPFW 
Department of Biology. Students wishing to submit items for the next issue should contact the 
editor, Professor Ahmed Mustafa at 260-481-6328 0r mustafaa@ipfw.edu.

ANNUAL AWARDS ISSUE
The end of spring semester is not far off, and graduation looms 
on the horizon. It’s time for the awards issue of BIOScope. 

I look at the long list of upcoming graduates and, echoing what 
I said to some of you at Tri-Beta induction, please know that we 
are very proud of you. Graduates, we hope we have done well 
by you, and that you leave IPFW well prepared and confident 
for the next adventure. 

For those of you moving on, I will be looking for you at 
graduation—an important annual ritual that celebrates the 
completion of your training and education here. It is also a 
celebration of your new beginnings, thus the term 
“commencement.” However you do it, do celebrate your 
achievements – doing so is an important step in the process. 
And please don’t forget us. Come back often to update us on 
your progress as lifetime students.

Let’s not forget the folks who are still here. We have lots of 
scholarship recipients to list and congratulate. Well done. I 
hope you’ll enjoy the recognition of the awards and the 
benefits they provide. For those of you who didn’t apply, check 
it out for next time.

Best of luck in whatever you have coming up next. Enjoy your 
summer. I think most of you will welcome the warmer weather 
as much as I will.

Bruce Kingsbury

Chair of Biology


